César Bona brings vision of children's education to Formentera
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The Formentera Council's offices of youth services and education report that at 7.00pm on
Friday, César Bona will present his “Mira al teu voltant” conference to audiences at the local
cinema. A teacher and writer, Bona was awarded the Global Teacher Prize distinction as one of
the top fifty teachers in the world.

An educator in the multidisciplinarian tradition, Bona believes in trying to foster skills like
empathy, teamwork and creativity, calls for the involvement of all children in ways that promote
respect, teamwork and effort and give free rein to imagination. His method rests on uniquely
practical approaches to teaching school subjects, and making well-working classrooms the
business of every pupil.

Proposals

Bona preaches assemblies as a way to give children a voice. He encourages less homework,
especially at the primary level

, arguing that childhood is extremely short and, with classes running every afternoon until five
and children expected to continue working at home, pupils run the risk of becoming alienated
from a classroom environment from which they've scarcely had time to disconnect.

He proposes more flexible learning plans. Bona feels that school curricula are so structured
that instructors barely have leeway to set aside textbooks and make use of other methodology.
He believes there must be more time for teaching
values

like respect for others and empathy.

Bona also advocates spoken communication, emotional intelligence, social commitment and
using tech to improve learning processes.




