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The Formentera Council's environment office says rains this August are behind the decision to
extend pest-control operations targeting mosquitos and insects in the Chironomidae family. The
expanded measures—application goes from twice to four times weekly—is part of an effort to
keep the pests in check across ses Salines' high-moisture areas.

  

The approach is being replicated in other locations on the island where pools of stagnant water
have been identified. The sites include one at carrer Guillem de Montgrí, a street in Sant Ferran;
another halfway between the dependent care centre and football pitch; and a large puddle at
kilometre marker 8.9 of the main highway.

  

Environment secretary Daisee Aguilera pointed to a series of household measures—“watch out
for puddles and keep chlorine levels where they need to be in swimming pools and sinks”—as
useful to preventing a surge in mosquito numbers. She recommended fitting wells and cisterns
with mosquito nets, and said animal water should be changed every two to three days.

  

The pest-control effort at Estany Pudent, Estany des Peix and the can Marroig salterns began
this year in April and will continue to late October. As in the past, the effort focuses on areas
with high concentrations of fresh water, prime targets of the insect pests.

  

The anti-mosquito, anti-chironomid measures are preventive, targeting larva using a biological
treatment called Bacillus thuringiensis Israeliensis, which acts on larva directly and prevents
them from reaching adult age.

  

This year's biological control effort is expected to cost €32,075.45.
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